
Summer 2013                                                               

SPECIALTY MEDICINE

ON-CALL
In this issue...

SPECIALTY SPOTLIGHTS

8 UPCOMING 
ALLIANCE EVENTS

The Alliance of Specialty Medicine is a coalition of national medical societies representing specialty physicians in 
the United States. This non-partisan group is dedicated to the development of sound federal health care policy that 

fosters patient access to the highest quality specialty care.
© 2013 The Alliance of Specialty Medicine                                                                     

2 Neurosurgery Blog: Ms. 
Sanger-Katz: Come Spend 

a Week in My Scrubs

3 SCAI: Political Savvy 
Could Save Your Future, 

Says New SCAI-PAC Chair

5 NASS: NASS on Facebook 
vs. Face-to-Face

The Alliance of Specialty Medicine recognized ongoing, bipartisan efforts of the 
House Energy and Commerce Committee to repeal and replace Medicare’s sus-
tainable growth rate (SGR) formula following release of the Committee’s SGR dis-
cussion draft in mid-July. 

“The Alliance is encouraged by and appreciative of the Committee’s efforts to in-
clude key elements which the Alliance believes are critical to any physician pay-
ment reform proposal, including:

•	 Repeal of the SGR, followed by a minimum 5‐year period of stability in Med-
icare physician payment;

•	 Physician‐led quality improvement that allows the medical profession and 
medical specialties to determine the most appropriate and clinically relevant 
quality improvement metrics and strategies for use in future quality initiatives;

•	 Flexible criteria that allow physician participation and engagement in delivery 
and payment models that are meaningful to their practices and patient popu-
lations, including preserving a viable fee‐for‐service (FFS) option; and

•	 Legal protections for physicians who follow clinical practice guidelines and 
quality improvement program requirements.”

The specialists also appreciated the Committee’s efforts to address issues previ-
ously raised by the Alliance in its comments on prior iterations of the discussion 
draft. Specifically, the Alliance expressed appreciation for provisions that would 
provide a positive payment update for physicians, create a performance measure-
ment model that relies on meeting achievable benchmarks, exclusions from pen
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SPECIALTY SPOTLIGHT                                      
Neurosurgery Blog:  

Ms. Sanger-Katz: Come Spend a Week in My Scrubs
Here at the American Association of Neurological 
Surgeons (AANS) and the Congress of Neurological 
Surgeons (CNS) we believe it’s imperative to always 
give an honest take on key health policy discussions 
— whether it’s good, bad, 
or just plain ugly — even if, 
in some cases, it makes us 
unpopular or ruffles a few 
political feathers.  

As such, Neurosurgery Blog 
recently posted a response 
to National Journal’s article 
by Margot Sanger-Katz 
entitled, “Doctors Already 
Make More Than Enough 
Money” because it did a 
complete disservice to the 
entire physician community. 

Not only was Ms. Sanger-Katz clearly misinformed, 
she also ridiculed physicians across the country by 
calling us “actors in health care.” Which is exactly 

alties for providers that do not meet a minimum caseload threshold, and flexibility in selecting quality improve-
ment measures for use in quality improvement programs, among many other provisions. 

Despite its support for several aspects of the proposal, the Alliance expressed concern about two problematic 
provisions. The first provision provides the Secretary with the authority to collect data on volume and time for 
services, establish a reporting group of physicians (including specialists), and then provide payments to the re-
porting group. The Alliance is very concerned about the proposal, due to its unnecessary and duplicative nature 
given the existing processes that assure physician input from a variety of disciplines to examine potentially mis‐
valued physician services. The second new problematic provision is related to newly proposed codes for care 
coordination and medical homes. The Alliance is concerned with legislatively creating new billing and payment 
codes, rather than relying upon the current processes.

The Alliance looks forward to further collaboration with the Energy and Commerce Committee to find a per-
manent and meaningful solution to the SGR. Read the full response to the Committee’s most current discussion 
draft at www.specialtydocs.org.

why in our response, “Ms. Sanger-Katz: Come Spend 
a Week in My Scrubs,” we invited Ms. Sanger-Katz to 
come spend a week on-call with a neurosurgeon in 
order to gain a better understanding that we are not 

in this profession for the 
money. 

The AANS and CNS invite 
you to visit the blog, as 
well as connect with us on 
our various social media 
platforms, so that you 
can keep your pulse on 
the many health-policy 
activities happening in 
medicine and how they 
affect neurosurgeons and 
their patients.
•		Neurosurgery Blog: More 

Than Just Brain Surgery
•	 Neurosurgery’s Twitter Feed: @Neurosurgery
•	 Neurosurgery’s Facebook Page
•	 Neurosurgery’s LinkedIn Group

http://bit.ly/11KHf2g%20
http://bit.ly/11KHf2g%20
http://bit.ly/11KHf2g%20
http://bit.ly/112t0e3
http://bit.ly/112t0e3
http://bit.ly/PGHl6G%20
http://bit.ly/PGHl6G%20
https://twitter.com/neurosurgery
https://www.facebook.com/neurosurgeryblog
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Neurosurgery-Blog-4445853%3Fhome%3D%26gid%3D4445853
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Political Savvy Could Save Your Future, 

Says New SCAI-PAC Chair
                
             by Thomas Tu, M.D., FSCAI

As the new chair of SCAI’s political action committee,
Thomas Tu, M.D., FSCAI, plans to reach out to SCAI 
members, particularly those who are in the early years 
of their careers. His recommendation for getting 
involved in the political process?

“Just jump in,” Dr. Tu said. “That’s how I got started—
by showing up to meetings and listening and learning 
and talking to people. You won’t necessarily be sent on 
a jet to Washington the next week, but you’ll find an 
important role to play.”

The need has never been greater. Health care is 
changing, he said, often in ways that limit physician 
autonomy and interfere with the ability to make the 
right clinical decisions for patients.

“This isn’t a knowledge issue, and it isn’t a technology
issue; it’s a government issue, a regulatory issue. It has 
to do with payers and economics, rather than scientific 
questions,” said Dr. Tu. “We need to educate ourselves 
about the forces at work in health care, so that we 
can get the best possible results for our patients and 
practice medicine in the way we were trained to do.”

Here are a few suggestions for you can get involved:

•	 Participate in the SCAI-PAC or the Advocacy 
and Government Relations Committee. All SCAI 
members are welcome, and there is plenty of work to 
be done by physicians.

•	 Watch for SCAI e-mails calling you to action on 

critical legislative and regulatory issues. A phone call
or e-mail to your Congressional representative could 
help turn the tide on issues that impact your practice.

•	Contribute to SCAI-PAC. Your donation will help 
support candidates who understand healthcare issues, 
are sympathetic to physicians’ point of view, and value 
the contributions of specialists.

•	Educate yourself on the issues. Make sure you know 
what the sustainable growth rate (SGR) is and how 
it impacts Medicare reimbursement. Find out why 
physicians are so concerned about the Independent 
Payment Advisory Board (IPAB). Pay attention when 
lawmakers start talking about rebalancing the Medicare 
fee schedule, and cast your vote for candidates who are 
addressing issues that will impact your ability to deliver 
optimal care to your patients.

•	 Consider using social media to establish your 
voice and make your opinions known. That way you’ll 
already have a following when it’s time to help SCAI 
deliver a health policy message.

•	Like to write? Submit blog posts to the blogs that key 
influencers watch, such as kevinmd.com, one of the 
most widely read physician blogs on the Internet. (For 
one example, see www.kevinmd.com/blog/2013/03/
dearlawmakers-doctor-today.html.)

•	Be on the lookout for real-life patient stories that
illustrate critical healthcare issues. Do you know a

(continued on page 4)

kevinmd.com
http://www.kevinmd.com/blog/2013/03/dear-lawmakers-doctor-today.html
http://www.kevinmd.com/blog/2013/03/dear-lawmakers-doctor-today.html
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(continued from page 3)

patient who has had trouble getting care because a cardiologist shuttered his practice? How about someone who 
was denied a carotid stent because Medicare won’t pay for it? Or a patient who had to travel to another country 
for health care because an innovative new therapy wasn’t available in the United States?

•	Keep specific notes about the effect of fee cuts, increasing malpractice premiums, and new regulations on 
your practice. Have you have to lay off staff? Cut salaries? Increase hours? Clear notes will allow you to refresh 
your memory before speaking with a lawmaker or candidate. If you want to have an impact, you have to have a 
vivid story to tell.

•	Use SCAI-PAC tools to help you become an effective advocate for yourself and your profession. Found in 
the SCAI Advocacy Action Center (www.SCAI.org/Advocacycenter), these tools will help you make the case 
for fair compensation, oppose Medicare fee cuts, and write letters to elected officials and local media. And don’t 
forget to share your successes with SCAI. 

“We young physicians have most of our careers ahead of us, and therefore have the biggest stake in the future 
of healthcare,” Dr. Tu said. “Getting together a large group of young physicians who are politically active and 
motivated could be the salvation of our profession.”

http://www.scai.org/Advocacycenter/Default.aspx
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North American Spine Society: 

NASS on Facebook vs. Face-to-Face
While the North American Spine Society (NASS) has branched out its advocacy efforts to include weekly 
podcasts, Tweets, Facebook and Linkedin posts, telephone town hall meetings, blogging and a documentary-
style video, it still relies heavily on tried-and-true personal visits with lawmakers to advance its mission in 
Washington. 

“As old-fashioned as it may seem in today’s social media world, a personal visit still goes a long way when 
it comes to building relationships with lawmakers,” 
said John Finkenberg, MD, NASS Advocacy Chair. 
“That’s why NASS has made face-to-face meetings, 
such as in-district visits, physician meet-and-greets and 
Washington fly-ins, such a cornerstone of our advocacy 
efforts.”

Recently, Congressman James McGovern, a senior 
member of the House Rules Committee, visited the 
Northampton, Massachusetts practice of Pioneer Spine 
and Sports, which in his district. 

“Congressman McGovern and his staff toured our 
facility, met our team and learned about the day-to-day 
impact of health care reform, such as the Affordable 
Care Act, has on our spine practice,” said Charles Mick, 
orthopedic surgeon and NASS President. “This was an 
incredible opportunity for us all to recognize that we 
share the same mission: access to the best health care 
for all patients.” 

At this meeting, Pioneer Spine and Sports staff also discussed efforts necessary to foster high-quality, ethical, 
evidence-based, cost-efficient care. These efforts include improvements to the physician payment system, drug 
safety, administrative burden and outpatient surgical center use. 

“It would take a lifetime of Tweets or blog posts to share half as much information as we were able to do that day, 
just by simply getting together in the same room,” said Mick. 

Face-to-face meetings with lawmakers:

•	 Help legislators put a face to the policy issues that affect spine care providers at home
•	 Give legislators a first-hand account of daily operations of physician practices

Congressman Jim McGovern meets with Charles 
A. Mick, MD, a Northampton, MA spine surgeon 
and the president of the North American Spine So-
ciety, to discuss efforts to improve patient access 
to quality health care. 

(continued on page 6)
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•	 Allow legislators to conveniently meet constituents and see the economic  impact a physician practices offers 
to their district

•	 Offer legislators an opportunity to see the quality of service to our patients
•	 Allow NASS members to become a resource for lawmakers on policy issues
•	 Allow local members to develop a relationship with Members of Congress, and can serve as key contacts for 

issues related to spine care
•	 Help NASS expand its advocacy brand across the country
•	 Help the NASS Washington office make connections to legislators in DC. Legislators are more willing to 

listen and allow NASS staff access if there is a direct connection back home. 

The North American Spine Society is a multidisciplinary medical organization dedicated to fostering the 
highest quality, evidenced-based and ethical spine care by promoting education, research and advocacy. NASS 
is comprised of more than 8,000 members from several disciplines, including orthopedic surgery, neurosurgery, 
physiatry, neurology, radiology, anesthesiology, research and physical therapy. 

Physicians, physical therapists, nurses and office staff gave a tour of the facility and 
discussed the day-to-day impact of health care reform efforts, including the Affordable 
Care Act.

Disclaimer: All Specialty Spotlight articles are contributions from Alliance of Specialty Medicine  
member organizations.  All statements and opinions included in the Specialty Spotlight are strictly that of the 
contributing organization and do not necessarily imply those of the Alliance of Specialty Medicine.

http://www.spine.org/Pages/Default.aspx
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ALLIANCE NEWS                                      
Maintaining Access to Specialty Care Major Theme 

During Advocacy Conference
Maintaining access to specialty medicine was the pre-
dominant message delivered to Washington by more 
than 100 specialty physicians and specialty society staff 
during this year’s Alliance of Specialty Medicine’s Ad-
vocacy Conference, held in July. Specialists from more 
than 25 states converged on Capitol Hill to share con-
cerns and offer solutions in regards to proposed and 
existing policies that could threaten access to specialty 
medicine in the areas of Medicare physician payment, 
quality improvement initiatives, private contracting, 
the specialty physician workforce, and medical liabil-
ity reform.

As part of this year’s conference, Members of Con-
gress, Senators, congressional staff and federal agen-
cies shared their insights into efforts aimed at address-
ing one of the Alliance’s highest legislative priorities: 
the repeal and replacement of the Sustainable Growth 
Rate (SGR), a formula used to update Medicare pay-
ments to physicians.  By all accounts, the SGR needs 
to be replaced with a system that accurately reflects the 
costs of practicing medicine. As part of the dialogue, 
the Alliance shared its concerns about federally spon-
sored quality improvement measures as a component 
of replacing the SGR, noting that quality programs 
must be meaningful, clinically relevant, and non-puni-
tive, to be successful.   

Among its other legislative priorities, the Alliance 
voiced strong support for efforts to repeal the Inde-
pendent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB).  A provi-
sion of the Affordable Care Act, the IPAB would pro-
vide a group of unelected, unaccountable government 
bureaucrats with unprecedented authority to recom-

mend sweeping payment reductions in the Medicare 
program with little oversight. Specialty physicians 
asked each Member of Congress they met with to co-
sponsor legislation to eliminate the IPAB before it is 
fully enacted.

Alliance participants also learned more about efforts 
to empower Medicare beneficiaries to see the physi-
cian of their choice through private contracting much 
like out-of-network coverage common in the private 
insurance market. The Alliance continues to support 
private contracting legislation, the Medicare Patient 
Empowerment Act, as a viable option for ensuring 
that  Medicare beneficiaries continue to have access to 
high-quality specialty care. 

Finally, the Alliance sought support of Graduate Med-
ical Education (GME) legislation that would address 
the expected physician shortages in many specialty 
fields and ensure a fully trained specialty physician 
workforce for the future. 

Whether it was through presentations by Members of 
the House and Senate, working roundtables of Con-
gressional staff and federal agencies or the one on one 
constituent meetings at the Capitol, specialty physi-
cians raised bipartisan awareness of the issues and pol-
icies affecting the availability of reasonable and reliable 
specialty care. Participants on both sides came away 
with a newfound appreciation for the intricate work-
ings of the federal government, the legislative process  
and most importantly, the real world impacts on spe-
cialists and their patients.

Follow the Alliance of Specialty Medicine on Twitter!   

https://twitter.com/SpecialtyDocs
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UPCOMING ALLIANCE EVENTS
Alliance/CMS Super User Network: User Access Training (UAT)   September 4, 2013

Alliance/CMS Super User Network: Quality and Resource  
Use Reports (QRUR) Download Day       September 26, 2013

Fall Physician Policy Roundtable        October 2013

Strategic Planning Meeting        December 2013

Physician Advisory Council Conference Call      January 2014 

NOTE: Participation in Alliance events is by invitation-only, with some exceptions. To learn more about how you or your organiza-
tion can participate, please contact your organization’s staff liason to the Alliance or Vicki Hart at vhart@hhs.com. 

Like the Alliance of Specialty Medicine on Facebook!  

CQ Healthbeat News -- Morning Take “Physician Payment Overhaul Set to Advance in House” -- July 23, 2013 

American Medical News  “Medicare SGR repeal bill advances in House” -- July 22, 2013 

Inside Health Policy  “Family, Specialty Docs Seek Competing Tweaks To House SGR Bill On Eve Of Markup” -- July 22, 2013 

CQ News  “Medicare Director Asks Senators to Keep New Payment Systems in a ‘Doc Fix’” -- July 10, 2013 

The Hill’s Healthwatch  “OVERNIGHT HEALTH: GOP seeks delay in individual mandate” -- July 9, 2013

ALLIANCE IN THE NEWS

mailto:vhart@hhs.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Alliance-of-Specialty-Medicine/279789615455009 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alliance-of-Specialty-Medicine/279789615455009
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SPONSORED BY ALLIANCE MEMBERS:

 
For information on joining the Alliance of Specialty Medicine,  

visit our website at www.specialtydocs.org or contact Vicki Hart at vhart@hhs.com.   

•	Caucus	with	other	specialty	organizations	at	the	AMA	
House	of	Delegates	and	other	forums	to	promote	key	
issues	that	are	important	to	specialty	physicians.

•	Coordinate	physician	and	patient	grassroots	efforts	
through	a	large	and	robust	network.

•	Participate	in	future	Alliance	Fly-In	events	in	
Washington,	D.C.	Past	events	have	included	Capitol	Hill	
visits	and	presentations	by	health	policy	experts.

Join the most powerful group of specialty physicians!
Joining	forces	with	specialty	doctors	from	across	the	country	helps	amplify	the	concerns	specialty	doctors	share.	By	
working	together,	specialty	medical	organizations	can	work	more	effectively	to	influence	health	care	policy	and	ensure	
our	primary	goal:	to	continue	to	provide	our	patients	the	optimal	care	they	need.	As	a	part	of	the	non-partisan	umbrella	
organization	representing	all	of	specialty	medicine,	your	organization	will:

•	 Promote	specialty	specific	issues	as	part	of	a	larger	
coalition,	increasing	visibility	and	understanding	of	
issues.

•	 Help	increase	exposure	for	specialty	medical	care.
•	 Gain	access	to	insider	information,	background	

materials	and	research	on	health	policy	initiatives	and	
the	political	landscape.

•	 Receive	expert	analysis	on	proposed	legislation

www.specialtydocs.org
mailto:vhart@hhstrategies.com

