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October 7, 2016

Chairman Fred Upton Ranking Member Frank Pallone, Jr.

Energy and Commerce Committee Energy and Commerce Committee

2183 Rayburn House Office Building 237 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Chairman Joe Pitts Ranking Member Gene Green

Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee
420 Cannon House Office Building 2470 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

RE: Request for a Hearing Related to USPSTF Transparency
Dear Chairman Upton, Ranking Member Pallone, Chairman Pitts, and Ranking Member Green:

The Alliance of Specialty Medicine writes to urge you to consider a hearing on the topic of the U.S.
Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF). Specifically, we urge you to hold a hearing to highlight the
key deficiencies of the USPSTF that are addressed in H.R. 1151, the “USPSTF Transparency and
Accountability Act of 2015.” Led by Reps. Blackburn and Rush, the bipartisan legislation now has 71
cosponsors, including 14 members of the Energy and Commerce Committee.

There has been concern regarding a number of USPSTF recommendations, including those related to
mammography, skin cancer screening, and prostate-specific antigen (PSA) screening, and their effect on
limiting access to high quality, patient-centered care for Americans. Many times these
recommendations contradict physician clinical guidelines based on medical literature, the American
Cancer Society, and others with expertise in the clinical topic under review. Recommendations and
review of the scientific evidence are important, but the reality of these recommendations are
undermining new models of care delivery that are patient-centered, comprehensive, coordinated,
accessible, and focused on quality.

Currently, the USPSTF has little accountability. The Task Force members are appointed by the Director
of AHRQ, who is not confirmed by Congress. In addition, the Task Force does not meet with relevant
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stakeholders during their review process, nor do medical specialists in the subject under review serve
on the Task Force. The Alliance of Specialty Medicine believes it is important to ensure that the USPSTF
implement and adhere to procedures that allow for meaningful input on recommendation development.
We respectfully request the committee hold a hearing on this important topic and act on this
legislation during the 114" Congress.

Sincerely,

American Academy of Facial Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery
American Association of Neurological Surgeons
American College of Mohs Surgery
American Gastroenterological Association
American Society for Dermatologic Surgery Association
American Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgery
American Society of Echocardiography
American Society of Plastic Surgeons
American Urological Association
Coalition of State Rheumatology Organizations
Congress of Neurological Surgeons
North American Spine Society
Society for Cardiovascular Angiography and Interventions

Cc: Members, House Energy and Commerce Committee



